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On Nov. 11, President Alberto Fujimori issued a decree regulating the organization and functioning
of rural and urban self-defense militias (rondas campesinas and rondas urbanas). Under terms of
the decree, the militias are defined as freely and spontaneously organized groups which aim to
combat crime, drug trafficking and terrorism and to assist government security forces in pacification
of the country. According to the presidential decree, militia members must be heads of families or
at least 18 years old. Furthermore, the groups are banned from participating in political activities
and from contact with "terrorist" groups or individuals. The decree mandates that once organized,
the militias must obtain official recognition from local military authorities. In addition, the decree
recognized the militia members' right to receive a government pension and indemnization in case of
death or injury during the course of performing militia duties. Weapons used by the militias remain
the property of the government and must be returned "following the pacification of the country."
The militias, a pillar of the government's anti- insurgency efforts, have been controversial since their
emergence. Leftist parties and human rights groups have opposed their activities, characterizing
them as paramilitary squads, while parties on both the right and the left have expressed fears
regarding the consequences of providing arms to communities which might instead cooperate with
rebels or criminal organizations. (Source: Agence France-Presse, 11/11/92)
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